LaAWID RALRLETTI S Daky Harwes

Sister Francesca Onley, who bullt Holy Family University From 500 bo 3,300 students,
wants bo similirdy expand the Northeast chamber of commeree as its chairwoman,

Chamber: Nun the wiser

Holy Family's Sister Francesca heads NE hiz group
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When Sister Froncesea Onley, CEEN,,
was approached to lead the Greater North-
east Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce,
heer first question was; “What would you
want with an old sun™

“And they said to me, "Well, Sister, you
hnwcuntmtamﬂhmulutnfpmple“
shi recalbed.

“It"s sommething that I can handle — [ run
meetings all the time,” she said. *But 1 was
Erying boget out of it, so that's what | said to
them"”

Onley may be o num, but she's no stranger
o running & business, As president of Holy
Family University since 1581, she haz plenty
of business savvy

As the neraly appointed chairwaman of
the chamber's baard, Onley, 75, will serve a
two-yaar term. She has been a board mem-
ber sinee the early "80s,

Although some folks might find it umasg-
al for 8 man bo run 8 chamber of comrmerce,
board memiser Michael Logan didn't give it
& seeond thought.

"Hunaaﬂ:,c, it never even crossed my

mind,” said Logan, president of Allegra
Print & Irnaging, on MeMalty Road

“Hopefully, she gets her muler out and

gets some people inline,” he joled,

“Tt is more on the unique side,” said Al
Taubenbarper, president of the chamber,
*There's no question aboat it.

T like working with someone whe's clos-
e o Ceod than Tam,” said Taubenkbenger,

He said that Onley's leadership experi-
ence makes her o nmtural fit for her new
robe,

“She took [Holy Family] from a small com-
muter eollege to a regional powerhouse "
said Tanbenberger. “Her network of people
— omn a neighborhooed basis, regionally, and
eveninternationally — is quite strang.”

" At firet, | wondered what it would be like
to have a Hister [ag chairwoman],” eaid
board member Steve Engel. *] thought she
might be parechial in her thinking,

"Bt she's a perfect fit,” said Engel. adver-
tising manager at the Mortheast Times.
“Bhe's calming, but also authoritative”

The chamber, which has 900 buginesses
as members, mnt..ﬂ.l.lIl] by the end of the
vear. lts main purpose is to help businesses
in thie Morthenst succesd through netaorl-
ing and the sharing of strategies and re-
BOLFCES,

"1t'= all about trving to penerate business
for our owners,” Onley sxid. “That's the re-
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